
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
 
God of Surprises by Gerard W Hughes (DLT 1985-)  
“…a book to be used by those who find it hard to forgive 

themselves…. who hardly believe that God is within them.” 
(A little dated but still worth a read) (Available on kindle) 

 
Breathing, I Pray by Ivan Mann (DLT 2005) 

“…. reminds us of the essential life-giving nature of prayer and 
reveals helpful ways to approach the deepening of our prayer 

life and relationship with God.” 
 

The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen 
(DLT 1994) “For all who ask, ‘Where has my struggle led me?’ 
or for those on the road, who have had the courage to embark 

of the journey but seek the illumination of a known and safe 
passage…” 

 
What’s So Amazing About Grace?  by Philip Yancey 

(Zondervan 1997) “We speak of grace often. But do we 
understand it or believe it?” (Available on kindle) 

 
If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of 

The Boat by John Ortberg (Zondervan 2001) 
“In what ways is the Lord telling you, as he did Peter, 

‘Come’?”  
 

Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg (Zondervan 1998) 
“Moving God’s love from your head to your heart”  
(Available on kindle) 

 
Mission-Shaped Spirituality by Susan Hope (CHP 2006) 

“…this discerning book reflects on the inner resources and 
attitudes of mind required to engage in mission in a post 

modern, pluralist society.” 
 

 

 

 
Wild at Heart by John Eldredge (Nelson 2001) 

“…inviting men to recover their masculine heart, defined in the 
image of a passionate God….and women to discover the secret 

of a man’s soul and to delight in the strength and wildness 
men were created to offer.” (Available on kindle) 

 
The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren (Zondervan 2002) 
“A groundbreaking manifesto on the meaning of life.” 

(Available on kindle) 
 

Here Am I by Anna Felix (Kevin Mayhew 2005) 
“…about discipleship…. personal encounter with God and 

responding to his call.” 
 

Prayer by Philip Yancey (Hodder 2006) 
“Does prayer make a difference? What is Prayer? Why & how 

to pray…” (Available on kindle) 
 

Disappointed by God by Philip Yancey (Hodder 2009) 
What do we do when God fails to come up to scratch? 

(Available on kindle) 
 

How to Pray by Stephen Cottrell (2010) 
An approachable guide to prayer by the Bishop of Chelmsford, 
readable and helpful. (Available on kindle) 

 
Simply Christian by Tom Wright (SPCK 2011) 

Simply Jesus by Tom Wright (SPCK 2012) 
Approachable and in-depth books by the writer of the famous 

for Everyone series of commentaries.   
Worth a read. (Available on kindle) 

 

Do Nothing to Change Your Life by Stephen Cottrell 
(2009) Is Doing Stuff for God really our best approach?  

(Short and approachable) (Available on kindle) 
 



Bible Study and Commentaries 
 

The Bible Speaks Today Var. Theologians    IVP 

New Daily Study Bible    William Barclay    St Andrews  

For Everyone Series       Tom Wright  SPCK 

The New Bible Commentary  Ed. Wenham   IVP 

The New Bible Dictionary      Ed. Marshall   IVP 

The Lion Handbook of Christian Belief.  Lion 

Discovering the Old Testament  A. Moyter  Crossway 

How to read a Church    Richard Taylor  Rider 

The New Testament in Its World              SPCK/ 
                                               Wright/Bird     Zondervan                                           
                                                                      Academic 

Spiritual & Christian Living 
 

The Cross of Christ  John Stott IVP 

Searching Issues    Nicky Gumbel Alpha/Kingsway 

The Marriage Book  Nicky & Sila Lee       Alpha 

The Challenge of Jesus   N.T. Wright SPCK 

Mere Christianity  C. S. Lewis Harper Collins 

Who am I?   Mary Pytches KPT 

Crazy Love   Francis Chan  David C Cook 

Neighbours Transform your street!  
Rebekah Brettle/Lyndall Bywater 

Sovereign World 
Ltd 

A Passionate Life   Breen & Kallestad Nexgen 

Mass Culture   Edited by Pete Ward BRF 

Revelations of Divine Love Julian of Norwich                                                                 

Knowing God   J.I.Packer 

Healing & Suffering    Keith Warrington 

Penguin 

IVP 
Paternoster 

The Wounded Healer  Henri Nouwen DLT 

The Fire of Love   James McCaffrey OCD Canterbury 

Christ Empowered Living   Selwyn Hughes CWR 

Being Disciples   Rowan Williams SPCK                                           

  

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
BOOK LIST 

  

Some recommended good reads 
from the Spiritual and Lay Directors 

 
 

 
If you like an author, try more of their books.  

Look up who they quote from to find other  
authors whose books you might like too. 
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